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and Lea Whitten 

When Gerald R. Ford tried to 
impeach Supreme Court Justice 
William O. Douglas five years 
ago, Mr. Ford used secret data 
that had been slipped to him 
from the files of the FBI and 
probably the CIA. 

Mr. Ford was then the House 
minority leader, a loyal party 
man who sometimes played a 
rough game of politics. 

In 1969; President Nixon 
wanted to clean the liberals out 
of the Supreme Court so he 
could appoint conservatives in 
their places. With this in mind, 
his friend Mr. Ford began a 
campaign to get impeachment 
hearings going against Douglas. 

For ammunition, Mr. Ford 
: went to John N. Mitchell, who 
: was then the Attorney General. 
Mitchell agreed to put someone 
in contact with Mr. Ford. 

, Not long afterward, in Decem- 
ber, 1969, Assistant Attorney 
General Will Wilson showed, up 
ai Mr. Ford's office with deroga- 
tory data about Douglas. It was 
based on secret intelligence re- 
ports developed by U.S. agents 
in the United States and the Do- 
minican Republic from 1956 to 1 
1964. 


One suggestion, wholly talse, 
was that Douglas had ties with 
the Mafia. But the reports fo- 
1 cused on a visit by Douglas to 
■ the inauguration of Dominican 
i President Juan Bosch on Feb 
i 27,1963. 

Douglas was accompanied, 
the agents reported, by the head 
of a foundation paying Douglas 
$1,000 a month and by a lav^er 
“who had represented racket- 
eers.” 

To hide the source, the infor- 
mation was typed on plain pa- 
per with no letterhead. Mr. Ford 
later borrowed entire sections 
from the smear sheets and used 
them almost verbatim in a viru- 
lent anti-Douglas speech, which 
he delivered on the House floor 
on April 15, 1970. 

He fobbed off the speech as 
the fruit of his own investiga- 
tion, with no mention of his be- 
hind-the-scenes dealings with 
Mitchell and Wilson. 

A high Justice Department of- 
ficial with direct knowledge of 
the case told us that most of the 
damaging data against Douglas ‘ 
came out of FBI files. Intelli- 
gence sources added that the 
details from the Dominican Re- 
public wei;e provided by the 
CIA. 

We reached Wilson, who slip- 1 


, iped the typed sheets to the Pres- 
l ;ident : to-be, in Austin, Tex. He 
- itold us that the Douglas mate- 
i rial had been prepared from 
i ’“general intelligence files,” 

. .which he used to keep in the 
Criminal Division of the Justice 
, Department. 

f When we pressed him, he ac- 
knowledged that the material 
1 “probably” came from the FBI, 
with portions “possibly” 
contributed by the CIA. 

Footnote: Last month. Time 
magazine reported that Douglas 
had been a “target of CIA sur- 
veillance” in the 1960s “after he 
visited the Dominican Repub- 
lic.” Spokesmen for both the 
FBI and ClA refused any com- 
ment The President has said he 
didn’t know where Wilson got 
the material. 

SEX SNOOPS — For years, we 
have been reporting on the 
snooping practices of the FBI, 
CIA, Secret Service and other 
government agencies. 

As evidence that government 
gumshoes were abusing their 
investigative powers, our 
sources provided us with secret 
FBI files. CIA reports and Se- 
cret Service records on promi- 
nent Americans. Among them 
were members of Congress, I 
black leaders, newspapermen. 


movie stars and football heroes. 

|.. We have noticed that the gov- 
jernment agents spend a great 
deal of time observing and re- 
porting on the sexual adven- ■ 
tures of a wide variety' of non- ‘ 
criminal Americans. 


A few examples: 

• The Watergate wiretap tran- 
scripts, still sealed by the 
courts, are full of sex talk. What 
the White House wanted to 
know about the Democrats, ap- 
parently, was their sex secrets. 

• An FBI report on a football 
star states he “has been ob- 
served intoxicated on several 
occasions and also reportedly 
had an affair with an airline 
stewardess who became preg- 
nant as a result of this associa- 
tion.” 

• In the file of a religious 
ileader, the FBI has included the 
allegation that “he had illicit 
relations with an underage ■ 
girl.” 

• A well known writer, ac- 
cording to the FBI, “was evicted 
by the landlord for having ho- 
mosexual parties.” . 

• A famous movie star has this 
report in his FBI file: “The in- 
formant states that from per- 
sonal knowledge he knew that 
[the actor] was a homosexual.” , 
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